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Ohio Legislative Black Caucus 
calls on Kasich to veto local  
hiring ban bill 

 
Say state-level restrictions hold African American communities back 

COLUMBUS— The Ohio Legislative 
Black Caucus (OLBC) called on Gover-
nor John Kasich to veto House Bill 
180, saying the legislation to ban 
local hiring goals will disproportion-
ately harm African American workers 
and minority communities while 
jeopardizing infrastructure projects 
in Cincinnati, Toledo, Akron and 
Cleveland. 

The letter noted that African Ameri-
can unemployment remains twice as 
high as the overall state unemploy-
ment rate. 

“House Bill 180 was passed with bla-
tant disregard for the realities minor-
ities face in this state when it comes 
to employment and pursuing a 
better quality of life. The Depart-
ment of Transportation’s own dispar-
ity report demonstrates that state 
has historically failed to be inclusive 
to minority workers,” said Rep. 
Stephanie Howse (D-Cleveland). “The governor should not allow the state to find 
ways to continue to discriminate against minorities and vulnerable populations. I 
urge Governor Kasich to veto this bill because it is the right thing to do, especially 
with the Opportunity Corridor in jeopardy.” 

Aside from Cleveland’s Opportunity Corridor, HB 180 also jeopardizes the city of 
Akron’s $1.4 billion sewer and water improvement plan, which currently has a local 
hiring target of 30 percent that would increase to 50 percent by 2018. 

“Facing a $1.4 billion unfunded mandate by the federal government to fix the sew-

See Veto on page 7 

State Rep. Stephanie Howse  

(D-Cleveland) 

http://i2.wp.com/ohiombe.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/131st-ga-stephanie-howse-official-headshot-1jpg-f0978413975c5040.jpg
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government briefs 
May 21 surplus auction will feature electric ladder, hydraulic motor hoist  
Additional items available online through May 23  
 
An electric ladder, hydraulic motor hoist and scaffold will be among some of the unique surplus 
items to be sold at the state’s next miscellaneous property auction on Saturday, May 21.  
 
The auction will be held at the Ohio Department of Administrative Services, General Services 
Division headquarters, 4200 Surface Road, Columbus, 43228. The doors open at 8 a.m. The auc-
tion begins at 9 a.m.  
 
A wide variety of computer equipment (e.g., laptops, monitors and printers); electronic appli-
ances (e.g., copiers, digital cameras, DVD players, audio and video equipment and mobile radi-
os); and office furniture (e.g., desks, filing cabinets and tables) also will be auctioned, as well as 
miscellaneous items such as fire-proof paint cabinets, a small refrigerator and a Speed Queen 
Washer.  
 
For those not able to attend the auction, bids can be placed online for a number of surplus 
items now through May 23. These items include a four-drawer antique wooden file cabinet, 
Fujitsu color scanner and more. Please read all terms and conditions.  

For more information, contact Tom Lowery at 614-466-7636 or visit the DAS State and Federal 
Surplus Services website at ohio.gov/surplus.  

Secretary of State Recognizes Women-Owned Businesses in May’s Ohio  
 

Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted recently  announced the Ohio Business Profile Program will 
be featuring “Women-Owned Businesses” throughout the month of May. 
“More than 300,000 women-owned businesses are helping make Ohio’s economy roar with 
over $40 billion in revenue for the Buckeye State,” Secretary Husted said. “Women business 
owners are an important part of Ohio’s economic growth for our future.” 

Companies profiled this month include: 

 ’83 Sweets Cupcakes (Lucasville, Ohio) is a 1980’s-themed bakery, specializing in gourmet 
cupcakes. Owned by a mother-daughter duo, ’83 Sweets Cupcakes sources local ingredi-
ents for over 83 custom flavors and has won “Cupcake Wars” on the Food Network. 
 

 Kids Kastle, LLC (Celina, Ohio) fulfilled a community need when they opened the first 
childcare facility in the area in 2007. Children are provided with age-appropriate curricu-
lum and high quality staff with a passion to teach children that learning is fun. 
 

 Eagle Cliff Inn (Geneva, Ohio) has been serving customers at their bed and breakfast for 
over 25 years. In addition to Eagle Cliff Inn, business owner, LuAnn Busch, owns Clearwa-
ter Homes, a non-profit business providing residential services to individuals with develop-
mental disabilities and Grape Escape, a second business that employs individuals with dis-

See Profiles on page 7 
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government briefs 
17th Annual Statewide MLK Oratorical Contest  is online 
 
Did you miss the opportunity to attend the 17th Annual Statewide MLK Oratorical Contest last month? Or, maybe you are an un-
derstandably proud parent, grandparent, aunt/uncle, teacher, etc., and you want to share your child’s performance with friends 
and family members who couldn’t attend. Now you can!  
 
The  video of the morning session with primary (grades kindergarten-2) and intermediate (grades 3-5) contestants at  
http://bit.ly/250MX5e 
 
The afternoon session (grades 3  and up) can be found at http://bit.ly/1ZRJNKa 

Democratic Women’s Caucus to host the sixth annual Women’s Lobby Day  
 
Ohio House Democratic Women’s Caucus President and State Rep. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) will join State Rep. Greta Johnson, 
Vice-Chair of the caucus, (D-Akron) and members of the House Democratic Women’s Caucus to host the sixth annual Women’s 
Lobby Day at the Vern Riffe Center on Wednesday, May 18 at 9:30 a.m.   
  
The event, From Birth to the Boardroom: Empowering Women, Empowering Ohio, includes lunch and features special guest 
speakers, a member-led policy discussion and time to meet and engage with legislators. 

  

WHO:              

State Rep. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) 

State Rep. Greta Johnson (D-Akron) 

Members of the Ohio House Democratic Women’s Caucus 

                        

WHAT:            

Sixth Annual Women’s Lobby Day 

  

WHEN:            

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

Registration at 9:00 a.m. 

Program from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

                        

WHERE:         

Vern Riffe Center 

3rd Floor Capitol Theater Lobby 

77 South High Street -  

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 L 
etters to the editor are welcome and will be considered for 
publication or posting online. The preferred method is to text 
within an email.  Please incluse contact information including 

letter writer's city and state.  The letter must be fewer than 300 
words. No more than four signatures per letter. 

We edit and/or trim letters as little as possible, but we reserve the 
right to do so as necessary.   

Send to news@ohiombe.com 
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business updates L ooking for the pa-
per copy of 
OhioMBE?  Not 

only are we online, you can 
find OhioMBE at the following 
locations.  OhioMBE is pub-
lished on the 1st and 15th of 
each month. 

Akron: 

Minority Business Assistance 
Center 

Cincinnati: 

 Cincinnati Public Library 

Cleveland: 

 Mayor’s Office of Equal 
Opportunity (1st only) 

 Cleveland Urban League/
Minority Business Assis-
tance Center 

 Cleveland Public Library 

Columbus: 

 The Hub CDC 

 Driving Park Library 

 M & M Chicken 

 Livingston Ave. Library 

 Center For Urban Solu-
tions 

 M.L.K. Library 

 Woodland Y.M.C.A. 

 Woodland Christian 
Church 

 Mayo’s Printing- 
Bookstore 

 Mt.Vernon AME 

 A Cut Above The Rest 

 Creole Kitchen 

 Neighborhood House 

 OSU Black Extension Cen-
ter 

 Urban League 

 King Arts Complex 

 Shiloh Baptist Church 

 2nd Baptist Church 

 Lincoln Café 

 St. Stephen’s Community 
Center 

 Bethel AME Church 

 Linden Library 

 COWIC 

 Jerry Hammond Bldg. 

 Columbus Board of Edu-
cation  

 Women’s Business Center 

 Increase CDC (1st Only) 

 Mt. Hermon Baptist 
Church  

 35 E. Gay Street Lobby 

 Corinthian  Missionary 
Baptist Church 

Dayton: 

 Dayton Public Library 
(15th only) 

Toledo 

 Toledo Public Library 

 Toledo Minority Business 
Assistance Center 

Adams Trucking receives MBE certification 

Adams Trucking Inc. of Ohio recently received its MBE Certifica-
tion from the City of Columbus and LEDE certification from 
Columbus City Schools.  Rob Adams is the owner.  

Got some news to share about your business?  Drop us a note 
and share it with us.  We may publish it in OhioMBE and our 
media outlets.  Send to: news@ohiombe.com 

FedEx Small Business Grant Contest is open 

FedEx Small Business Grant Contest is offering grants to ten 
small businesses, with the largest sum since its inception, of 
$100,000. Among them, one Grand Prize winner of $25,000, 
one $15,000 winner and eight $7,500 winners will be award-
ed. 

The contest is designed to help small business owners take 
their business to the next level and achieve growth and suc-
cess. It also offers the opportunity for small business owners 
to share their stories and achieve national recognition while 
simultaneously rallying support from local communities to 
grow their businesses. Voting is open to anyone and can be 
conducted online at fedex.com/grantcontest or via a social 
media platform of the entrant’s choice. 

The FedEx Small Business Grant Contest is open US based for
-profit small businesses that have less than 50 employees 
and have been operating for six months or more. 

Last year’s winner was In Blue Handmade, which specializes 
in hand-made, customized leather goods. Through the 
$25,000 grant and support of FedEx shipping services, In 
Blue Handmade has grown from a one-woman operation, to 
an 11-person company that ships products all over the world 
that even has its own e-commerce site, and is in more than 
300 boutiques and shops nationwide. 

http://fedex.com/grantcontest
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business directory 

It always seems impossi-
ble until it's done.-- 

  Nelson Mandela 
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What Advertising Can Do For Your Business 

 

 Advertising turns the light on —it lets people know you are out 

there 

 Remind customers and inform prospective customers about the ben-

efits of your product or service 

 Establish and maintain your distinct identity 

 Enhance your reputation 

 Encourage existing customers to buy more of your product/service 

 Attract new customers and replace lost ones 

 Slowly build sales to boost your bottom line 

 Promote your business to customers, investors, and others 

 Advertising is tax deductible 
 
We will place your business card size ad (3.5 x2) on our website, 4 Sunday E-Blasts and 2 hard copy issues 
of OhioMBE.   
 
OhioMBE has a circulation of over 15,000.  Take advantage of the power of our media outlets. Your cus-
tomers are looking for you.  Email news@ohiombe.com to reserve your spot. 

business directory 

 

 Drinking Water 
 Waste Water 
 Air Pollution 
 Soil 
 Underground Tanks 
 Asbestos 
 Renewable/Energy 

Solar 

 Consulting 
 Design | Permit | 

Build 
 Contractor|  

Subcontractor 
 Teaming 
 OEM and  

Development 

R3, Since 2002 

Technical and Environmental Consulting 

 and Services 

Tel:  1-614-888-8880 
E-mail:     mail@r3rrr.com 
Website:   www.r3rrr.com 

Let us work for you! 
MBE owned and operated. 
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employohio 
To post an employment listing, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com 

Looking for great  
employees?  

 

Post your job listing with EmployOhio.com 
 

We will print, email, share, post and tweet your 
listing. 

 
Email: news@ohiombe.com 

#employohio 

er system, the city of Akron 
found a creative way to put its 
people back to work through 
local hiring benchmarks,” 
said Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-
Akron). “Working people de-
serve an opportunity to access 
the economic benefits from 
projects that are happening in 
their own communities. There 
is no reason why local people 
should be excluded from job 
opportunities right in their own 
backyards. This bill effectively 
outsources good-paying, local 
jobs.” 

Veto  from page 1 

Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) 

"The difference between 

who you are and who 

you want to be is what 

you do." -- Unknown 

abilities. 
 

 Fur Seasons of Orient, LLC (Orient, Ohio) is a full-service 
pet grooming, boarding and daycare facility which houses 
indoor and outdoor recreational activities for both cats 
and dogs. 
 

 MediaScript (Powell, Ohio) utilizes technology to provide 
video production, e-learning solutions and video webinars 
to their clients.  MediaScript also provides content devel-
opment and event services to their customers. 
 

 Painted Cowgirl Tack & Western Store (Greenwich, Ohio)
started as a shop inside business-owner Amy Bond’s 
home and quickly grew into its own storefront. Customers 
from all around the state visit the store and Ms. Bond 
ships cowgirl boots around the world. 
 

 Carney Ranker Architects, Ltd. (Dublin, Ohio) is a leading 
team of architects, interior designers and staff that com-
plete commercial, education, medical and industrial de-
sign work. Their mission is to collaborate with their clients 
to meet their design needs with professional integrity, 
honesty and sincerity. 

Profiles  from page 2 
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We need to accept that we won’t al-
ways make the right decisions, that 
we’ll screw up royally sometimes -- un-
derstanding that failure is not the op-

posite of success, it’s part of success.  ~ Arianna Huffington  

Get Bid Notices  
Delivered to your  

Inbox! 

Visit  OhioBidNotices.com and subscribe to get 
 a daily list of federal, state, county, local and 

school projects. 
 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

bid opportunities 
To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com 

INVITATION TO BIDDERS 

Bids will be received by the 
Supply Management Depart-

ment of the Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA), 33 N. High 
Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215, until 2:00 p.m. on June 9, 2016 
(at which time a public bid opening will be held) for Right-of-
Way Site Work for the Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) Project (Re-bid), RFB #2016-16. 

Bidders will be required to comply with all applicable Equal 
Employment Opportunity laws and regulations. The Central 
Ohio Transit Authority reserves the right to reject any and all 
submittals. 

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 1333 Fields Avenue, Co-
lumbus, Ohio 43201 on May 25, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. to answer 
any questions regarding the solicitation. 

“Attention Certified MBE/
WBE Companies” 

Kokosing Industrial, Inc. is preparing bids for the WRF Step 
Feed Phase 2 Project in Akron, Ohio which bids May 24, 2016. 
We are seeking quotes for any portion of the project listed that 
you are qualified to perform or provide supplies for which in-
cludes the following: Demolition, Doors & Windows, Electri-
cal, Excavation, Instrumentation, Interior Finishes, Masonry, 
Painting, Plumbing & HVAC, Rebar, and Roofing.  Bidding doc-
uments can be examined at Kokosing Industrial, Inc., 6235 
Westerville Rd., Westerville, OH 43081 or by calling Sonja Nich-
ols at 614-212-5701.  Please have your quote to John Rigo by 
12:00 PM May 23, 2016:  e-mailsnichols@kokosing.biz or Fax 
614-212-5711. 

“Kokosing Industrial is an equal opportunity employer.” 

The Buildings And Grounds Depart-
ment of Columbus City Schools is solic-
iting quotes for testing drinking water 
samples. 

Specifications and qualifications may 
be obtained by going to the Columbus 
City Schools website at  
http://www.ccsoh.us/Vendors.aspx 

Columbus City Schools is soliciting bids 
for NSS Walk behind Auto Scrubbers, 
Bid # 606. For additional information 
go to  
http://www.ccsoh.us/Vendors.aspx  

"The only limit to our realization of 
tomorrow will be our doubts of 
today."-- Franklin D. Roosevelt 

mailto:snichols@kokosing.biz
http://www.ccsoh.us/Vendors.aspx
http://www.ccsoh.us/Vendors.aspx
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legal notice 
To post a legal or bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com 

Need to meet your EDGE/MBE  or  Good Faith Contracting Efforts? 

 

When you need EDGE  or MBE participants,  The 912 Group and OhioMBE can help. 

Place your legal ad or bid notice in OhioMBE and our other media outlets. 
 

We reach the MBE, DBE, EDGE and the  small business community. 
 

614-522-9122 or news@OhioMBE.com 
 

The 912 Group is MBE/EDGE/FBE /LEDE certified. 

Need to get your  
Business Certified? 

Attend a class and learn how to get EDGE. 

Register at OhioMBE.eventbee.com 

Notice of Opportunity to Comment on a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) and percentage dollar goals for Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise contracts or subcontracts at the Van Wert County Airport Authority.  The DBE plan and percentage goals are 
available for inspection at the Airport Manager’s Office, Van Wert County Airport Authority, 1400 Leeson Avenue, Van Wert, OH 
45891 for thirty (30) days following the date of the notice.  The Van Wert County Airport Authority and the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation will accept comments for informational purposes only on the goals for forty-five (45) days from the date 
of the notice at the following addresses: 

United States Department of Transportation 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Great Lakes Region – Civil Rights Staff 

2300 East Devon Avenue 

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 

Telephone: 847-294-7182 
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Ohio Certification Center: 

Why you should get your business certified? 
There are several reasons why you should get your business certified: 

1. Some entities have purchasing goals.  Only certified businesses can participate. 

2. Certification adds legitimacy to your business.  You have gone through a process that 

has determined that your business is owned and controlled by a minority, woman or 
disadvantaged business. 

3. Certification can afford you loan and bonding opportunities.  The State of Ohio has 

loan and bonding programs specifically for certified minority owned businesses. 

4. Certification can be a marketing tool for your business.  You can add your certifica-

tions to your marketing materials, business cards, website , etc.  Many consumers like 
during business with veteran, minority or woman owned  businesses. 

5. Certification can be used in the private sector.  Many companies don’t have a certifying program but in an effort to have sup-

plier diversity, will accept the certifications from some governmental agencies. 

Attend a class and learn how to get your business certified.  Visit www.OhioMBE.eventbee.com for the upcoming class schedule. 
For more information on certification, call 614.522.9122 or attend a certification class.   

Find us online: #ohiombe 

Ohio Certification Center 



 

www.OhioMBE.com 

October 26, 2016 
Recognizing Minority Businesses 

& Advocates 

Get a weekly email from  
OhioDiversityNetwork.com  

notifying you of upcoming events. 
 

Sign up online! 

Ohio Diversity Network 

Hosting a business event?   

Did you know you can post it on 

www.OhioDiversityNetwork.com 

Email: news@ohiombe.com for  

login information 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 12:00pm 
Worley Law Presents: HR Lunch & Learn 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 1:00pm 
OhioMBE Procurement Fair @ Columbus 
WBC 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 5:32pm 
Bringing the Next Gen into the Family Busi-
ness – Are You Ready? Are They? 

Thursday, June 2, 2016 at 5:30pm 
Columbus WBC – Computer Fundamentals 
2: Using Microsoft to enhance your business 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at 5:00pm 
Columbus WBC – Intermediate Quickbooks 
Training 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 at 12:00pm 
Worley Law Presents: HR Lunch & Learn 
 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 at 6:00pm 
Columbus WBC – Introduction to Self-
Defense  

www.OhioMBEAwards.com 

The man who moves a 

mountain begins by carrying 

away small stones.-Confucius 
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Visit OhioMBE.com  
for  business news,  

bid notices, & employment  
information. 

www.OhioMBEProcurementFairs.com 

Register TODAY! 

www.ohiombe.eventbee.com 

Looking for New Customers? 

The OhioMBE Procurement Fairs introduces small, 
minority and female-owned businesses to area pur-

chasing agents.  During this fast-paced session, 
small businesses are allocated 15 minute appoint-
ments to meet one-on-one with represented com-

panies/agencies.  
 

The goal of the OhioMBE Procurement Fair is to  
engage minority businesses and small businesses 

with contracting opportunities. 

The OhioMBE Procurement Fair Can Help! 

 

Do you get the daily  
Bid Sheet?   

Subscribe at  
OhioBidNotices.com 

Need to meet your EDGE/MBE  or   

Good Faith Contracting Efforts? 

When you need EDGE  or MBE participants,  

The 912 Group and OhioMBE can help. 

 

Place your legal ad or bid notice in OhioMBE and  

our other media outlets. 

 

We reach the MBE, DBE, EDGE and the  

small business community. 

 

614-522-9122 

 

MBE|EDGE|FBE|LEDE Certified 

We  

Got  

Bids 

We send a daily list of federal, state, local and  

school projects. 


