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government briefs

2018 Ohio Transportation Excellence in Diversity and Inclusion Award Nomi-
nations Due are due FEBRUARY 7"

The Ohio Department of Transportation is seeking nominations for eight awards that will be
presented at the 2018 Civil Rights Symposium. Individual(s) and or Organizations are encour-
aged to submit nominations in these categories: Director’s Award for Excellence in Diversity and
Inclusion Advocacy; DBE Contractor of the Year Award; DBE Consultant of the Year Award;
Prime Contractor of the Year Award; Prime Consultant of the Year Award; Local Public Agency
of the Year Award; Transit System of the Year Award; and Business Development Award.

The nomination form is located at http://bit.ly/2FvwgUX

In celebration of the Ohio Department of Transportation’s 2nd Annual Civil Rights Transporta-
tion Symposium, (3) Three $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to (3) individual students cur-
rently enrolled in a post high school education focusing in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing or Mathematics) related fields. The Civil Rights Transportation Symposium Scholarship fo-
cuses on broadening the number of individuals in the management and operation ranks of the
engineering and transportation industry.

The scholarship application is available at: http://bit.ly/2DSrF20
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Terry A. Bolden is the
Administrator for the
Office of Outreach -
Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT)
Division of Opportunity
Diversity and Inclusion
(ODI). Terry is responsi-
ble to connect business-
es to ODOT construction
and engineering oppor-
tunities and projects
while managing out-
reach activities

The Reith HFaleny

statewide.

An upcoming project for his department is hosting the Civil
Rights Transportation Symposium in April. “Attendees will
learn and experience the value of Diversity and Inclusion in the
Transportation industry while having the opportunity to net-
work and build business relationships to help your company
grow,” he said. Registration information can be found online
at transportation.ohio.gov/odotcivilrights

Prior to joining ODOT, as a Business Advisor for the US Depart-
ment of Commerce Minority Business Development Agency
(MBDA) located in the Greater Cleveland Partnership, Terry
provided business development services for clients throughout
the state of Ohio assisting companies with procurement sourc-
ing, access to capital, and marketing plans.

Over 20 years in public service, starting in the public utility
industry, Terry performed water and sewer line installation
and repair at the City of Cleveland Division of Water. Several
roles which included water quality inspection, infrastructure

repair, and residential and commercial construction inspection.

He later joined Ohio’s largest Sewer Authority, Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) as a Contract Compliance
Officer and was responsible for increasing local vendors to the
procurement directory, monitoring subcontractor utilization,
and promoting NEORSD Business Opportunity Program.

A graduate of Cleveland State University concentrating in Ur-
ban Studies, Terry is committed to customer service and has a
passion for businesses to thrive and grow in Ohio.

business advocate| guest column

Columbus NAACP Membership Drive

Dear Friend,

The Columbus Chapter of
the NAACP has overcome
some difficult challenges
in past years, but we did
not see our glass as “half-
empty.” Instead, we de-
creed and declared our
glass to be full and run-
ning over.

We are delighted to report
that today our chapter is
fiscally sound. We have engaged the City of Columbus, Co-
lumbus City Schools, Franklin County Commissioners and the
private sector in thoughtful conversations about minority pur-
chasing and hiring and we are encouraged by their responses.
In addition, we have continued to hold community forums on
local issues. These forums have allowed residents to develop
solutions to challenges that affect our families and our neigh-
borhoods.

Now, we are launching our 2018 membership drive and we
are asking each of you to join us in continuing the fight for
freedom, justice and equality in our city and in our country.
The NAACP believes that “MEMBERSHIP IS POWER!”

You can find the membership application at http://
bit.ly/2GEwN8u. You can fill it and mail or go to our website
www.naacpcolumbus.org/ and become a member . Please
support our movement to make this nation ONE. We want to
remind you that The NAACP is “the Largest, the Oldest, the
Bad-est, and the Boldest” Civil Rights organization in America.

For more information, please call us at (614)382-6900 or email
us at greatercolumbusnaacp@gmail.com

In Unity,
Nana M. Watson, President

Columbus Branch NAACP — Unit 3177

Get OhioMBE & bid notices delivered
to your inbox!
Visit www.OhioMBE.com

www.OhioMBE.com
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How to Recover from
Business Setbacks

February 11 is "Don't Cry Over
Spilled Milk Day." What better
time for entrepreneurs to
come to terms with the fact
that setbacks happen—and
that wallowing in them serves
no productive purpose?

Consider these 5 ways to get
over and beyond the disap-
pointment of a business set-
back.

1. Acknowledge and accept it.

Going into denial or letting
your pride get in the way of
owning up to a business mis-
take or failure will only make
matters worse. Take a deep
breath, and accept that some-
times things go wrong. Realize
that when humans are in-
volved in anything, there’s the
potential for human error. It’s
OK to feel frustrated, but
avoid pointing blame at your-
self or others. Take responsi-
bility, and then hold your head
high as you take the steps
needed to turn things around.

2. Put it into perspective.

Many people get into the hab-
it of blowing problems out of
proportion. Before going into
“the sky is falling” mode, take
a step back to assess how sig-
nificant the predicament is in
the grand scheme of things. Is
it a financial loss that is going
to affect your ability to pay
your vendors? Is it a product
flaw that has created a brand
image problem? Is it a contrac-
tual issue that could cause
legal troubles? Instances like
those demand urgent action,
but not every setback you face
will put you in dire straits.
Evaluate the impact before

business tip bid opportunities

jumping into crisis mode.

3. Don’t dwell; direct your
attention toward determining
what went wrong and fixing
it.

Feeling sorry for yourself
won’t help the situation. Put
your emotions aside, and ob-
jectively evaluate the cause of
the setback. Was it due to un-
clear language in your agree-
ment with your customer?
Was it because your customer
service staff didn’t have prop-
er training? Was it because
you failed to do

enough market research? Im-
mediately start laying out
what you will change to en-
sure it doesn’t happen again.
This may require enlisting the
help of professionals who spe-
cialize in certain business disci-
plines, such as human re-
sources, law, finances, taxes,
public relations, etc. Make
sure you develop a clear plan
for what needs to be done
differently, and share it with
your team so everyone is on
the same page.

4. Embrace it as a learning
moment that will make your
business stronger.

As Malcolm Forbes once said,
"Failure is success if we learn
from it." As devastating as
business speedbumps might
be, they can benefit you in the
long run. The key is to look
beyond your dismay, and use
the newfound wisdom gleaned
from the experience to im-
prove your company. For ex-
ample, losing a key client that
results in you implementing a
customer loyalty program will
help you retain clients—and
the revenue they bring to your
bottom line. And making a

To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Sealed bid proposals will be
2 INA ] T received by the Akron Metro-
Alren Metrepeliten Hevsing AUReTY bolitan Housing Authority at
100 West Cedar Street, Akron, Ohio 44307 until 2:00
p.m. local time on FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2018 at which time
and place all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

-y

FERTILIZATION AND WEED CONTROL SERVICES AND RELATED
WORK at VARIOUS AMHA LOCATIONS WITHIN SUMMIT
COUNTY, OHIO

Specifications can be purchased at SE Blueprint, Inc. located at
540 South Main Street, Suite 211, Akron, Ohio 44311 (330)
376-1689. seblue@seblueprint.com

An email link for the above mentioned specifications is availa-
ble at the Subcontractors Association NEO, 637 Vernon Odom
Blvd., Akron, Ohio; Akron Urban League, Minority Business
Assistance Center, 440 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron, Ohio; the
Builders Exchange of Canton, 5080 Aultman Rd., North Can-
ton, Ohio; Builders Exchange of Cleveland, 9555 Rockside
Road, Suite 300, Cleveland, Ohio; and the Ohio Construction
News, 7261 Engle Road, Suite 304, Cleveland, Ohio. A list of
plan holders can be obtained from SE Blueprint’s website

@ www.seblueprint.com

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held by the Housing Authority at
the AMHA Administration Building, 100 West Cedar Street,
Akron, Ohio 44307, on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018 at 2:00
P.M.

See complete bid notice at www.OhioMBE.com

bad hiring choice that prompts you to expand the breadth of
guestions you ask when considering job applicants can help
ensure you choose top-notch talent going forward.

5. Reach out to trusted advisors for insight and support.

You don't have to go it alone when the going gets

tough. Connect with a trusted advisor, like a SCORE mentor, a
business coach, another entrepreneur who experienced a sim-
ilar setback, or someone else you respect and can depend on
for insight and guidance. Talking through your issues with
someone who understands what it takes to overcome busi-
ness challenges can help you figure out how to get past the

See Setbacks on page 5
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bid opportunities

To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com

A INVITATION FOR BIDS
Sealed bid proposals will be
w [N =] " received by the Akron Metro-
Akron Matropoliten Housing Avihority politan Housing Authority at
100 West Cedar Street, Akron, Ohio 44307 until 2:00 p.m.
local time on FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2018 at which time and place
all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

EMERGENCY GENERATOR INSPECTIONS, MAINTENANCE AND
RELATED WORK at VARIOUS AMHA LOCATIONS WITHIN
SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO

Specifications can be purchased at SE Blueprint, Inc. located at
540 South Main Street, Suite 211, Akron, Ohio 44311
(330) 376-1689. seblue@seblueprint.com

An email link for the above-mentioned specifications is availa-
ble at the Subcontractors Association NEO, 637 Vernon Odom
Blvd., Akron, Ohio; Akron Urban League, Minority Business
Assistance Center, 440 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron,Ohio; the
Builders Exchange of Canton, 5080 Aultman Rd., North Can-
ton, Ohio; Builders Exchange of Cleveland, 9555Rockside
Road, Suite 300, Cleveland, Ohio; and the Ohio Construction
News, 7261 Engle Road, Suite 304, Cleveland,

Ohio. A list of plan holders can be obtained from SE Blue-
print’s website @ www.seblueprint.com

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held by the Housing Authority at
the AMHA Administration Building, 100 West Cedar Street,
Akron, Ohio 44307, on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018 at
2:00 P.M.

Bidders may gain access to the interior of the building, in or-
der to assess the work, pursuant to the viewing

schedule included in the specifications.

See complete bid notice at www.OhioMBE.com

LEGAL NOTICE

OPERATION: FIX IT — ROOF UPGRADES FOR
\ DEVONSHIRE ALTERNATIVE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Sealed bids for the above-referenced project
will be received by the BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION, City School District of Columbus, Ohio,
Office of Capital Improvements, 889 E. 17th Ave, Columbus OH
43211, until Friday, February 9, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. More infor-
mation can be found on the District’s website at http://
www.columbus.k12.oh.us/rfp. The plans and specifications are
on file with Franklin Imaging.

Columbus City Schools
e g—

V A
« s
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN
HOUSING AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY. COMMITMENT. COLLABORATION.

Legal Notice: IFB 2018-001
Moving Services (RAD East)

The Columbus Metropolitan
Housing Authority is seeking
Invitation for Bids (IFB) for the
procurement of Moving Services (RAD East) until Tuesday,
February 13, 2018 at 2:00 PM. A pre-bid conference is sched-
uled for 2:00 PM on Friday February 2, 2018 at our corporate
office. Specifications may be obtained by visiting our website,
www.cmhanet.com or by contacting the Purchasing Depart-
ment of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority at 880
E. 11th Ave, Columbus, Ohio 43211 or by calling 421-4434,
8:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday — Friday.

Setbacks from page 4

difficulties you're facing. It can also provide you with the inspi-
ration and motivation to power through the situation with
confidence.

Got [Spilled] Milk?

In the spirit of "Don't Cry Over Spilled Milk Day," pledge to
accept that messes happen. Dry your eyes, grab a mop, and
transform trouble into triumph.

Source: www.sha.gov

Looking for bid notices?
Look for OhioMBE online!
Find us on

i Facebook

www.facebook.com/ohiombe
www.facebook.com/bidnotices

Follow us on
U Twitter

www.twitter.com/ohiombe

www.twitter.com/bidnotices
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bid opportunities

To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS

A Sealed bid proposals will be

2 N =] " received by the Akron Metro-

Akren Matrepeliian Hevsing Avikeriiy gglitan Housing Authority at
100 West Cedar Street, Akron, Ohio 44307 until 2:00 p.m. local
time on THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018 at which time and place all
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

THERMOPLASTIC ROOF REPLACEMENT AND RELATED WORK
at NIMMER PLACE APARTMENTS

1600 BRITTAIN ROAD

AKRON, OHIO 44310

Specifications can be purchased at SE Blueprint, Inc. located at
540 South Main Street, Suite 211, Akron, Ohio 44311

(330) 376-1689. seblue@seblueprint.com An email link for the
above-mentioned specifications is available at the Subcontrac-
tors Association NEO, 637 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron, Ohio;
Akron Urban League, Minority Business Assistance Center, 440
Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron, Ohio; the Builders Exchange of
Canton, 5080 Aultman Rd., North Canton, Ohio; Builders Ex-
change of Cleveland, 9555 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Cleveland,
Ohio; and the Ohio Construction News, 7261 Engle Road, Suite
304, Cleveland, Ohio. A list of plan holders can be obtained
from SE Blueprint’s website @ www.seblueprint.com

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held by the Housing Authority at
the AMHA Administration Building, 100 West Cedar Street,
Akron, Ohio 44307, on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018 at
2:00 P.M.

Bidders may gain access to the interior of the building, in order
to assess the work, pursuant to the viewing schedule included
in the specifications.

See complete bid notice at www.OhioMBE.com

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR DESIGN
-BUILD SERVICES

\

The Columbus City School District announc-
es a Request for Qualifications for

Columbus City Schools
e e— : :
the following project:

Renovation of HVAC Systems in “Design-Build Delivery Model”
at four schools (under one contract). The scope of work in-
cludes but is not limited to HVAC renovation with related elec-
trical, plumbing and architectural work required to complete
the project. Criteria services for the project will be provided by
Star Consultants, Inc.

An Informational meeting covering the project will be held on
Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 10:00 AM at the Capital Im-
provements Office located at 889 E. 17th Avenue,Columbus
OH 43211.

Submittals will be evaluated pursuant to ORC Chapter 153,
including relevant past work of prospective firms, professional
and other applicable consultants, quality control, response to
CCS Community Inclusion Policy(Local Economically Disadvan-
taged Enterprise goal is 20% participation) and location of pri-
mary firm relative to project locations. More information can
be found at

http://www.columbus.k12.oh.us/rfp

See complete RFP at www.OhioMBE.com

JW Minority Planroom
hBDC

www.OHBDC.org

When you need EDGE or MBE participants,
The 912 Group and OhioMBE can help.

Page 6
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bid opportunities

To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com

-

gion Luncheon — Three
award videos and one
video featuring MORPC's
outgoing chairman, with
each being 1-2 minutes in
length. These videos
would need to be com-
pleted by end of March
2018.

Three copies of quotes
from firms and individuals
to provide professional
services for visual produc-
tion services must be re-
ceived by MORPC by 5
p.m. (EDT) on Friday,
February 2, 2018.

morpc
— |

Video Production Services

The Mid-Ohio Regional Plan-
ning Commission is requesting
a quote for video production
services to include production
of four videos for the State of
the Region.

Video production in 2018 is
needed for the following:

See complete FRFP at

® Annual State of the Re- OhioMBE.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bid proposals will be

~ N I}——-[ w received by the Akron Metro-
Akron Metropeolitan Hovsing Avithorlly po||tan Housing Author|ty at

100 West Cedar Street, Akron,

Ohio 44307 until 2:00 p.m. local time on THURSDAY, FEBRU-
ARY 15, 2018 at which time and place all bids will be
publicly opened and read aloud for:

EXTERIOR CONCRETE BALCONY RESTORATION AND RELATED
WORK at HILLTOP HOUSE APARTMENTS, 303 EAST TUSCARA-
WAS AVENUE, BARBERTON, OHIO 44203

Specifications can be purchased at SE Blueprint, Inc. located at
540 South Main Street, Suite 211, Akron, Ohio 44311

(330) 376-1689. seblue@seblueprint.com

An email link for the above-mentioned specifications is availa-
ble at the Subcontractors Association NEO, 637 Vernon

Odom Blvd., Akron, Ohio; Akron Urban League, Minority Busi-
ness Assistance Center, 440 Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron,

Ohio; the Builders Exchange of Canton, 5080 Aultman Rd.,
North Canton, Ohio; Builders Exchange of Cleveland, 9555
Rockside Road, Suite 300, Cleveland, Ohio; and the Ohio Con-
struction News, 7261 Engle Road, Suite 304, Cleveland,

Ohio. A list of plan holders can be obtained from SE Blue-
print’s website @ www.seblueprint.com

See complete bid notice at www.OhioMBE.com

S [F\//”] ﬂ—{ & N

&
Akron Metropoliten Hovsing Avthorlty

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bid proposals will be
received by the Akron Metro-
politan Housing Authority at
100 West Cedar Street, Akron,
Ohio 44307 until 2:00 p.m.
local time on WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 21, 2018 at which
time and place all bids will

be publicly opened and read
aloud for:

CONCRETE BALCONY RESTO-
RATION AND RELATED
WORK at COTTER HOUSE
APARTMENTS 50 COTTER
AVENUE AKRON, OHIO 44305

Specifications can be pur-
chased at SE Blueprint, Inc.
located at 540 South Main
Street, Suite 211, Akron, Ohio
44311

(330) 376-1689.
seblue@seblueprint.com

An email link for the above-
mentioned specifications is

available at the Subcontrac-
tors Association NEO, 637
Vernon Odom Blvd., Akron,
Ohio; Akron Urban League,
Minority Business Assistance
Center, 440 Vernon Odom
Blvd., Akron, Ohio; the Build-
ers Exchange of Canton, 5080
Aultman Rd., North Canton,
Ohio; Builders Exchange of
Cleveland, 9555 Rockside
Road, Suite 300, Cleveland,
Ohio; and the Ohio Construc-
tion News, 7261 Engle Road,
Suite 304, Cleveland, Ohio. A
list of plan holders can be ob-
tained from SE Blueprint’s
website @
www.seblueprint.com

A Pre-Bid Conference will be
held by the Housing Authority
at the AMHA Administration
Building, 100 West Cedar
Street, Akron, Ohio 44307, on
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2018
at 2:00 P.M.

View complete bid notice at
www.OhioMBE.com

Titans from page 1

shipped 4,000 units to 55 countries worldwide.

The Titans have appeared on MVP . The show puts
startups in front of a panel of All-Star athletes for the
opportunity of a lifetime—to convince them to become
the next face of their business. The panel includes Rob
Gronkowski, Kevin Durant, Antonio Brown, Marshall

Faulk, Rudy Gay and more.

To purchase a bottle or find out more about their prod-
uct visit www.titanmixerbottle.com, or stay up to date

on social media [@titanmixerbottle]. "

www.OhioMBE.com
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OhioMBE Certification 101 at the WBC

Make a resolution to get your business certified in 2018!

There are several reasons why you should get your business certified:
1.
2.

Some entities have purchasing goals. Only certified businesses can participate.

.
Certification adds legitimacy to your business. You have gone through a process
that has determined that your business is owned and controlled by a minority,
woman or disadvantaged business.
Certification can afford you loan and bonding opportunities. The State of Ohio has loan and bonding programs specifically
for certified minority owned businesses.

Certification can be a marketing tool for your business. You can add your certifications to your marketing materials, business
cards, website , etc. Many consumers like during business with veteran, minority or woman owned businesses.

Certification can be used in the private sector. Many companies don’t have a certifying program but in an effort to have sup-
plier diversity, will accept the certifications from some governmental agencies.

Class dates are online at www.OhioMBE.eventbee.com

Chio. "

Make new contracting connections at the
February 15 OhioMBE Procurement Fair

Small businesses will get 15-minute appointments to
meet one-on-one with the following organizations:

e Columbus City Schools

Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA)
e Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA)

e  Franklin County Purchasing

e Kokosing Industrial Construction

e Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)

Organizations confirm their participation daily, check out
website and social media for update.

Page 8



Ohio Diversity Network

Get a weekly email from OhioDiversityNetwork.com
notifying you of upcoming events. Sign up online!

Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 10:00am
Columbus WBC: Get Found on Google Search and Maps -
Columbus

Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 6:00pm
ECDI: ECDI Information Session - Columbus

Monday, February 12, 2018 at 4:00pm
ECDI: B.A.S.E. — BASIS OF A SUCCESSFUL ENTERPRISE.
SESSION 1 — IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SBDC - Columbus

Monday, February 12, 2018 at 6:30pm
Columbus Library: Grants for Nonprofits - Columbus

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 5:00pm
Columbus WBC: MARKETING BOOT CAMP - Columbus

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 6:30pm
Columbus Library — Starting a Small Business - Columbus

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 6:30pm
Columbus Library — Grants for Individuals - Columbus

Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 6:00pm
Columbus WBC: COMPUTER LITERACY: BASIC CLASS 1 —
COMPUTER USAGE AND WORD PROCESSING - Columbus

Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 10:30am
Certification 101 at the WBC - Columbus

Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 12:00pm
Columbus WBC: IS YOUR CAPABILITY STATEMENT UP TO
SNUFF? - Columbus

Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 6:30pm
Columbus Library: Market Research for Entrepreneurs -
Columbus

R &

Ohio Dlversu;y
Network

Hosting a business event?

Did you know you can
post it on
OhioDiversityNetwork.com

Email: news@ohiombe.com
for login information

OhioDiversityNetwork.com is
sponsored by:

THE CITY OF

COLUMBUS

ANDREW J. GINTHER, MAYOR

www.OhioMBE.com


https://www.wbcohio.org/events/columbus-and-southern-ohio/1127/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/columbus-and-southern-ohio/1050/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1022/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1022/
http://ohiodiversitynetwork.com/events/843/columbus-library-grants-for-nonprofits/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1124/
http://ohiodiversitynetwork.com/events/831/columbus-library-starting-a-small-business/
http://ohiodiversitynetwork.com/events/851/columbus-library-grants-for-individuals/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1130/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1130/
http://www.ohiombe.eventbee.com/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1126/
https://www.wbcohio.org/events/Array/1126/
http://ohiodiversitynetwork.com/events/835/columbus-library-market-research-for-entrepreneurs/

R FATA

Include your business in our online directory -

TS TAX TIME!
We'll make sure you 59‘!’ your ! ZH; Kofvna“

m“mmmr‘{mm X v 3 VASSCO PLUMBING & EXCAVATION
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
4 ‘\} AT 11 [T [TIO0Y OO (PP 11 X R T (1111 WATER * S_E.\VER * GAS ’
i ;gggkéngSTE[;a?hs RE.PAIR & INSTALLATION
CONSTRUCTION SITE WORK
ﬁ HOT & COLD WATERLINE TAPPING
*1234 me 2123456789 02 123456769 D12 345k (‘ERT]I'IED RIBE & LEDE
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Business Profile: Kamala Colbert

Kamala Colbert has her eyes on the horizon, always looking for
new experiences and new ways to look at the world. Kamala’s
path to entrepreneurship was long and complex but it was this
attitude that helped her succeed. Kamala grew up in Akron,
Ohio, but moved to California as teenager. “That experience
opened up my eyes. | realized there is larger world than Ohio -
with many opportunities.” That eventually helped push her to
pursue starting her own business.

After her California adventure, Kamala returned to Akron and
graduated from Firestone High School. She then attended Hon-
dros Community College where she took courses in real estate.
Still not quite sure what she wanted to do, Kamala also studied
to be a medical assistant at the American Technical College. Her
life went in a sudden challenging direction when she was incar-
cerated, spending 6 years in prison. But Kamala used this unfor-
tunate turn of events to her advantage, writing, directing and
acting in plays while she was incarcerated. Shortly after her
release, she enrolled in ONOW, a training program specifically
for women hoping to work the construction field. The program
sparked her interest in construction and painting and planted
the idea that would eventually become her business.

Kamala found that entering the workforce after her incarcera-
tion was harder than she had expected, and that “it was almost
impossible to find steady work after being incarcerated.” After
a few years of scraping by with odd jobs, Kamala knew it was
time to go out on her own and in 2006 she started Colbert
Painting. “At the beginning it was just me, a bucket of paint,
and a paint brush”. Kamala relied on her community to get her
business off the ground, painting houses in her neighborhood
on the East side of Columbus. She was able to leverage her
community connections to be paid in advance for many of
these jobs, allowing her to grow her business without having to
invest large amounts of capital up front. Emboldened by her
early success, Kamala began going for bigger commercial pro-
jects and landed contracts with Columbus City Schools and The
Ohio State University.

By 2015 Kamala’s company had begun to plateau, and it be-
came clear that she could not grow her business working all on
her own. To get bigger projects she would have to grow her
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team and secure
more capital to pay
for supplies. This
issue became ur-
gent when she got
the opportunity to
bid on a $70,000
project with the
Hilliard Library. To
complete the pro-
ject she would
have to hire a full
time employee and
raise the capital to
buy the necessary
supplies, some-
thing she could not
do on her own.
Through friends
and community
leaders she heard
about ECDI’s Capi-
tal for Construction
Program that addresses the financing gap minority-owned con-
struction subcontractors face when submitting bids for large-
scale construction contracts. She secured a loan and with ECDI’s
support, she was able to win the project. Kamala has since
hired a full time employee and is hoping to hire more in the
future.

In addition to enrolling in ECDI’s Capital for Construction Pro-
gram, Kamala became a member of ECDI’s Women’s Business
Center and participated in this year’s Project Reimagine Pro-
gram, a female focused training series that has been proven to
help existing business grow and reach new heights.

Kamala still writes her own plays and performs as a member of
Urban Arts Theater Company.

Colbert Painting is always looking for more projects and big and
small. To inquire about their services, email Kamala at
colbertspaintingl @yahoo.com. If you would like to learn more
about the Capital for Construction Program please email Jesse

Mark at jmark@ecdi.org.

www.OhioMBE.com
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OhioMBE Awards Top Advocate: Jessica May

Jessica May was born to help. At the

age of nine, she coordinated a food
and clothing drive for a classmate who
had lost his home in a fire. She took
that passion with her to college, gradu-
ating from Ohio Wesleyan University in
2006 with a BA in English, Sociology,
and Anthropology. Not surprisingly,
her passion launched her into a career
in the nonprofit sector. She began her
path of service spending a year as an
AmeriCorps VISTA in 2006-2007, work-
ing on hunger relief and public benefits
enrollment access at Second Harvest
Food Bank of North Central Ohio in

Lorain.
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She moved to Columbus in 2007 and Jessica May (left) is pictured with OhioMBE/OhioFBE Publisher Ronda Barber
continued in hunger relief for eight

years, then adult education, and now supports women entrepreneurs on their path to small business own-
ership at the Women’s Business Center of Ohio.

A fierce supporter of women and women’s issues, Jessica dedicates every day to empower those who think
they can’t, to push forward those who know they can, and to speak for those who, for whatever reason, fall
silent. Whether it is on the clock at the WBC, or off the clock fighting for gender and social justice, Jessica
hopes to be a real force to be reckoned with.
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