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Media’s  
responsibility  

is to  
challenge  

government 

SBA Disaster Loan Declaration Form 

The  Ohio Development Department is working directly with Governor DeWine’s office to facili-
tate a disaster declaration form  for businesses to be eligible for SBA Economic Disaster Injury 
loans. 

To expedite this process, small business should complete the Disaster Loan Declaration 
form.  Once completed, please email the form to:   james.laipply@development.ohio.gov. 

Once that declaration is made and the SBA has confirmed it, the agency will be able to provide 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2 million per small business to assist with economic 
recovery. 
 
The form can be found online at https://ohiombe.com/archives/14448 

SBA Disaster Assistance in Response to the Coronavirus  

• The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-
interest federal disaster loans for working capital to small businesses suffering substantial 
economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a request received from a 
state’s or territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under its own authority, as provided by the 
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently 
signed by the President, an Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration.  

• Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes 
loans available to small businesses and private, non-profit organizations in designated areas 
of a state or territory to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-
19).  

• SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Gov-
ernor to submit the request for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance.  

• Once a declaration is made for designated areas within a state, the information on the appli-
cation process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be made available to all affect-
ed communities as well as updated on our website: SBA.gov/disaster.  

• SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance and can provide 
vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue 
they are experiencing.  

See SBA on page 2 

https://ohiombe.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Disaster-Loan-Declaration-Form.pdf
https://ohiombe.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Disaster-Loan-Declaration-Form.pdf
mailto:james.laipply@development.ohio.gov
https://ohiombe.com/archives/14448
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OhioMBE is published  on the 
1st and 15th of each month 
and is distributed free by The 
912 Group, LTD.  The publisher 
reserves the right to edit, reject 
or cancel any advertisement or 
editorial copy at any time and 
will not be responsible for  
checking the accuracy of items 
submitted for publication.     

Legal Stuff:  The First Amend-
ment protects several basic 
freedoms in the United States 
including freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech, freedom of 
the press, the right to assem-
ble, and the right to petition 
the government. It was part of 
the Bill of Rights that was add-
ed to the Constitution on De-
cember 15, 1791.  The views 
expressed in OhioMBE and the 
media outlets of The 912 
Group are solely those of the 
author and do not reflect the 
views/opinions of The 912 
Group, the editor, publisher , 
our staff or our  
advertisers.  

Copyright © 2020 
All Rights Reserved.   
Ronda Watson Barber,  
Editor-in-Chief & President  
www.OhioMBE.com 
rbarber@ohiombe.com 
 
P.O. Box 533  
Granville, OH  43023 
614-522-9122 
news@ohiombe.com 

OhioMBE welcomes letters to 
the editor from readers.  Typed 
letters of 350 words or less are 
preferred. Each letter must 
include name, home address 
and daytime phone number.   
Some letters may appear on 
our website. 

• These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that 
can’t be paid because of the disaster’s impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses 
without credit available elsewhere; businesses with credit available elsewhere are not eligible. 
The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%.  

• SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a 
maximum of 30 years. Terms are determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each bor-
rower’s ability to repay.  

• SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the fed-
eral government’s coordinated response, and the SBA is strongly committed to providing 
the most effective and customer-focused response possible.  

For additional information, please contact the SBA disaster assistance customer service cen-
ter. Call 1-800-659-2955 (TTY: 1-800-877-8339) or e-mail disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.  

Visit SBA.gov/disaster for more information. 

SBA from page 1 
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publisher’s thoughts 

Celebrating Women’s History Month 

By Ronda Watson Barber 

Publisher 

 

OhioMBE and OhioFBE are celebrating fabulous 

Black Women who are making a difference during-

Women’s History Month. We salute these Queens 

who do the damn thing!  

Check out our series at OhioMBE.com &  

OhioFBE.com 

Just my thoughts...rwb 

For the Litigious:  The First Amendment protects several basic free-
doms in the United States including freedom of religion, freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, the right to assemble, and the right to 
petition the government. It was part of the Bill of Rights that was add-
ed to the Constitution on December 15, 1791.  The views expressed in 
OhioMBE and the media outlets of The 912 Group are solely those of 
the author and do not reflect the views/opinions of The 912 Group, 
the editor, publisher , our staff or our advertisers.  

guest column 
Let's talk about the March 17th primary election! 

By Emilia Sykes 
Ohio Minority  Leader 
 

First thing first. The election 
was not delayed. A court did 
not order it and the legisla-
ture did not change it. As 
such the election date has 
not changed from March 
17th. There's more on that. 

Dr. Acton, did not change or 
delay the election with her 
order. Her authority through 
the order closed down the 
locations where voting was 

to occur. While in practical application it appeared to change 
the election, because people couldn't vote in person, However 
her order DID NOT and could change or delay the election 
date. Just the ability to access the physical building where elec-
tion activities would have been held. She did not overstep her 
authority. Stop yelling at her. She's a hero. 

The Secretary of State does not have the authority to change 
or delay the election. Period. He does not have the authority 
to extend absentee voting. Period. There is no election on June 
2nd. There could be one on that date but it has not been set 
by the legislature or a court. 

Ohio's primary election was March 17th. It came and went. 
And as a republican House member argued it should have 
been yesterday in court. That's arguable for sure. 

FORTUNATELY the Ohio Democratic Party filed a lawsuit yes-
terday to preserve the right to vote beyond March 17th. This 
was a good move. Not a partisan move. And it may preserve 
the right for people to vote who had not already voted early. I 
hope their lawsuit prevails. Thank you ODP. 

So what's next? 

Let's hope the lawsuit filed by ODP prevails. If it does, people 
who haven't voted will be able to do so safely, by mail. Details 
to be figured out. 

The Legislature needs to get its act together. This could have 
been fixed by calling us back into session. It was not politically 
expedient, so it didn't happen. Do not give praise for the fact 
we are coming back next week. Its not deserved. Save that 
praise for Dr. Acton. She's the real MVP. I'll come back to that. 

See Guest on page 4 

Emilia Sykes  
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General Contractor looking for experienced carpen-
ters and laborers for commercial construction. Must 
have own tools and reliable transportation. Must be 
willing to travel throughout Ohio. Apply in person 
Monday-Friday 8-5 at 2K General Company located 
at 19 Gruber Street Building B Delaware, OH 43015 

2k General Construction is an equal opportunity employer. 

2K General a Commercial Contractor looking for qualified 
Superintendents. The qualified Superintendent will have 
experience working with new build and Renovations of 
Schools, Universities, Retail, Commercial and Private Pro-
jects, ranging from 500,000 and up. The Superintendent will 
oversee construction of the project in the field, providing 
leadership to field foremen, subcontractor management, 

and ensure successful completion of trade work. Please apply in person Mon-
day-Friday at 19 Gruber St Delaware, OH 43015 8-5 or email resume 
to brandee.keaton@2kgeneral.com  

Questions to ask those seeking 
elected office 

1. What have you done for Black-owned & 

minority businesses during your career? 

2. What do you promise to do for Black-

owned & minority businesses if elected? 

3. What Black-owned & minority business 

do you regularly purchase products or 
services from? 

4. Why should Black-owned & minority 

business owners vote for you? 

5. How important is Black-owned & minori-

ty business development to the overall 
Ohio economy? 

6. Are minority business set-asides and 

goals in city/county/state government 
still important and why? 

7. What can the city/county/state do to 

improve its purchasing with minority 
businesses? 

8. What should minority owned businesses 

do to get city/county/state contracts? 

9. Is there anything else, aside from con-

tracting that the city/county/state can 
do to assist MBE’s? 

10. Who are the major contributors to your 

campaign? 

The legislature is a co-equal bench of govern-
ment that should be supporting the Governor 
and the administration ease the blow from 
the coronavirus. If we aren't cranking out a 
bailout or economic support and more for 
Ohioans you should start yelling. Loudly. Very 
loudly. 

Finally, Dr. Acton is incredible and I'm proud 
she is leading the public health charge here. 
Public health is everywhere. 

Guest from page 3 

mailto:brandee.keaton@2kgeneral.com
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bid opportunities 
To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com 

Columbus City Schools issues solicitations on a 
regular basis for goods & services related to 
food, construction, technology, curriculum, & 
transportation. Interested vendors should peri-
odically check our website at http://
www.columbus.k12.oh.us/rfp  

The Department of Development 
has contracting opportunities in 
the below areas.  Please reach out 
for more information and bidding 
requirements.  
  

• Graffiti Removal and Arborist Services. Contact Eric Voorhees 
(614-645-7934 or eavoorhees@columbus.gov).  

• Grass Cutting and Solid Waste Removal. Contact Mike 
Schwab (614-645-7122 or mfschwab@columbus.gov).  

• Demolition and Asbestos Abatement. Contact Mike Farren-
kopf (614- 679-5873 or mlfarrenkopf@columbus.gov) or Seth 
Brehm (614-645-5659 or swhbrehm@columbus.gov).  

• Property Maintenance and Miscellaneous Services in Novem-
ber 2019.  Contact Audrea Hickman (614-645-8907 
or aehickman@columbus.gov)  

• Construction trades including: General Construction, Home 
Improvement, Electrical, HVAC, and Plumbing.   Contact Tim 
Tilton (614- 724-3009 or twtilton@columbus.gov).  

• Lead abatement.  Contact Erica Hudson (614- 645-6739 
or ejhudson@columbus.gov).  

To register for notifications on upcoming bid opportunities, 
please visit http://vendors.columbus.gov/sites/public. 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
Columbus Regional Airport 
Authority 

 

Runway Rehabilitation and MOS Improvements Phase  

2A project #15026 

RICKENBACKER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

 

The Columbus Regional Airport Authority invites you to visit 
ColumbusAirports.com to sign-up for RSS feeds to automatical-
ly receive notifications of new bid opportunities and results. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
#20-01 FOR CHILD WELFARE 
PREVENTION SERVICES 

Franklin County Children Ser-
vices, (FCCS), is accepting pro-
posals from community-based 
organizations to provide child 
welfare prevention services 
directed toward improving 
safety, permanency, and well-
being for Franklin County children and families. Sealed pro-
posals will be accepted by the Procurement and Contracts 
Management Department, FCCS, 855 West Mound St., Colum-
bus, OH 43223-2208, until Monday, April 13, 2020 at 12:00 
P.M. at which time they will be publically opened and the 
names of the proposers read.  FCCS will reject late proposals as 
non-responsive. Request for Proposal documents may be ob-
tained from the FCCS Contracts Management Department by 
sending an email to: procurement@fccs.us.  Any updates or 
amendments to the RFP documents will be posted at the 
Franklin County Purchasing Website at: https://
purchasing.franklincountyohio.gov/ .  Proposal questions 
should be directed to procurement@fccs.us. 

mailto:eavoorhees@columbus.gov
mailto:mfschwab@columbus.gov
mailto:mlfarrenkopf@columbus.gov
mailto:swhbrehm@columbus.gov
mailto:aehickman@columbus.gov
mailto:twtilton@columbus.gov
mailto:ejhudson@columbus.gov
http://vendors.columbus.gov/sites/public
mailto:procurement@fccs.us
https://purchasing.franklincountyohio.gov/
https://purchasing.franklincountyohio.gov/
https://ohiombe.com/archives/_wp_link_placeholder
https://ohiombe.com/archives/_wp_link_placeholder
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bid opportunities 
To post a bid notice, call 614-522-9122 or email news@ohiombe.com 

Support Black  
Businesses in 

2020 

Attention DBE  
Companies” 

Kokosing Construction Co., Inc. is preparing a bid for the CRAA-
Runway Rehabilitation and MOS Improvements Phase 2A, Rick-
enbacker International Airport. We are seeking quotes for any 
portion of the project listed that you are qualified to perform 
or provide supplies, which includes the following: 

Pavement Removal, Asphalt Milling, Asphalt Paving, Aggregate 
Base Placement, Trucking, Soil Cement Subgrade, Excavation, 
Grading, Drainage, Sawing and Sealing, Pavement Grooving, 
Seeding, Pavement Striping, Airfield Electrical, Lighting, or Ero-
sion Control.  

Copies of the bidding documents can be obtained from Key 
Blueprints, 614-228-3285, www.keycompanies.com  or viewed 
at F.W. Dodge, The Columbus Regional Airport Authority, and 
The Builders Exchange., or at Kokosing at 6235 Westerville Rd., 
Westerville, OH  43081. Please submit quotes to Nick Young via 
fax 740-957-9227 or e-mail at nwy@kokosing.biz. By 4:00 p.m., 
March 25, 2020.  Mr. Young may be contacted at 614-212-
5708. 

“Kokosing Construction Company is an equal opportunity em-
ployer.” 

LEGAL NOTICE OPERATION: FIX IT – SECURI-

TY VESTIBULE UPGRADES – EASTHAVEN ES, 

ALPINE ES, LINDBERGH ES, PARKMOOR ES, 

SIEBERT ES AND MEDINA MS  

Sealed bids for the above-referenced project 

will be received by the BOARD OF EDUCA-

TION, City School District of Columbus, Ohio, Office of Capital 

Improvements, 889 E. 17th Ave, Columbus OH 43211, until 

Friday, April 3, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. More information can be 

found on the District’s web site at http://

www.columbus.k12.oh.us/rfp. The plans and specifications are 

on file with Franklin Imaging. 

http://www.keycompanies.com/
mailto:nwy@kokosing.biz
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P.O. Box 533  
Granville, OH  43023 

614.522.9122 
912group.com 

“To make it hard, to make it difficult 
almost impossible for people to cast 
a vote is not in keeping with the 

democratic process. ” —Civil Rights Icon John Lewis 
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Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 2:00pm 
OBDC - Webinar Wednesday : Certification 101 
 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 2:00pm 
OBDC – Webinar Wednesday: How to Write a Great Capability 
Statement 

Get a weekly email from  OhioDiversityNetwork.com  

notifying you of upcoming events. Sign up online! 

Ohio Diversity Network 

Hosting a business event?   

 

Did you know you can  

post it on  

OhioDiversityNetwork.com 

Email: news@ohiombe.com  

for login information 

OhioDiversityNetwork.com is  

sponsored by:  

Need to post a job opening?  We will 
email, post, tweet, share and print 
your information to our 10,000 
online subscribers. 

Email us at news@ohiombe.com for 
details.   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/obdc-webinar-wednesday-certification-101-tickets-96880380827
https://ohbdc.eventbrite.com/
https://ohbdc.eventbrite.com/
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Support Black  
Businesses in 

2020 


